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Name Christian Dejaco, MD, PhD, MBA, Assoc. Professor 

 

Birthday  August 22, 1980, Bruneck (I) 

Family status Married, 5 children 

Citizenship Italian 

Languages German, Italian, English 

Contact address:  
Südtiroler Sanitätsbetrieb / Azienda Sanitaria dell’Alto Adige, Hospital of Bruneck,  
Rheumatology Department, 
Spitalstrasse 11, 309031 Bruneck, Italy  
E-mail: christian.dejaco@gmx.net 
Telephone:+39-3493856739 
  
ORCID ID: 0000-0002-0173-0668 (https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0173-0668) 

Publications: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/myncbi/1vkvib4YylxE6n/bibliography/public/ 
 
Academic training 

Place of training Degree Year Field 

Medical University of Innsbruck M.D. 2004 Medicine 
Medical University of Innsbruck Ph.D. 2007 Medical sciences 
Medical University Graz M.B.A 2015 Healthy care and hospital management 

 
Current position 

• Director, Department of Rheumatology, South Tyrol Health Trust, Bruneck hospital (I) 

• Associate Professor, Department of Rheumatology, Medical University Graz 
 
Previous employments 
2004-2011 Specialist training in Internal medicine (Innsbruck Medical University, 

General hospital of the Elisabethinen Klagenfurt and Medical University 
Graz) 

2011-2012 Specialist Registrar in Rheumatology, Medical University Graz, 
Department of Rheumatology 

2012-2016 Consultant in Rheumatology, Medical University Graz, Department of 
Rheumatology 

2017-2019 Consultant in Rheumatology, South Tyrol Health Trust, Hospital of 
Bruneck 

Since 2019   Director of the Department of Rheumatology, South Tyrol Health Trust, 
Hospital of Bruneck 

 
Research stays abroad 
2013 Southend University Hospital, Essex, United Kingdom (Prof. B. Dasgupta) 

(6 months) 
2015 Charitè, Berlin, Germany (Prof. F. Buttgereit) (3 months) 
 
Main areas of research and research achievements 
My main fields of research are large vessel vasculitis (LVV) and polymyalgia rheumatica (PMR) 
as well as the use of ultrasound in rheumatology. I have been the first author of the 2018 and 
2023 EULAR recommendations for the use of imaging in LVV, the first author of the Treat to 
target recommendations in GCA and PMR, a coauthor of the 2018 EULAR management 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/myncbi/1vkvib4YylxE6n/bibliography/public/


recommendations in LVV and the 2015 EULAR/ACR management recommendations of PMR. 
I am currently leading an ACR/EULAR project to define response criteria in giant cell arteritis 
(GCA). In addition, I am the first authors of the EULAR Points to Consider on the use of imaging 
to guide interventional procedures in patients with RMD, the first author of a new OMERACT 
composite score for GCA and the senior author of the EULAR Points to Consider on the use 
of remote care in RMD patients. 
 
Editorial work 

• Associate Editor of Rheumatology 

• Associate Editor of Therapeutic Advances in MSK Diseases 

• Associate Editor of Frontiers in Medicine 

• Editorial Board Member of Annals of Rheumatic Diseases  

• Editorial Board Member of Joint Bone Spine 

• Co-Convenor of the EULAR online course 
 
Memberships 
EULAR (European League against Rheumatism), ÖGR (Austrian Society of Rheumatology), 
SIR (Italian Society of Rheumatology) 
 
Boards 
Since 2023 Member of the EULAR council, abstract chair of the EULAR conference 
2021-2023 Member of the EULAR Committee of Education 
2012-2021 Ambassador in the „EULAR Standing Committee on Musculoskeletal 

Imaging“ for Austria 
Since 2011 Chair of the working group „imaging“ of the Austrian society for 

rheumatology and rehabilitation 
2012 - 2020 Board member Austrian society of rheumatology and rehabilitation 
2014-2018 Chair of the scientific section of the Austrian society for rheumatology and 

rehabilitation 
2015 – 2016 Chair of  the Doctoral School „Bone, Muscle, Joint“, Medical University Graz 
 
Reviewer activity 
Up to date reviews for > 50 scientific journals have been performed including New England 
Journal of Medicine, Nature Reviews Disease Primers, Annals of Rheumatic Diseases, 
Arthritis and Rheumatology, Lancet Rheumatology, Rheumatology (Oxford), Seminars in 
arthritis and Rheumatology, Arthritis Research And Care, as well as for national and 
international PhD thesis, habilitations and grants for national societies.  
 
Most important publications 
1. Dejaco C, Ponte C, Monti S, Rozza D, Scirè CA, Terslev L, Bruyn GAW, Boumans D, 

Hartung W, Hočevar A, Milchert M, Døhn UM, Mukhtyar CB, Aschwanden M, Bosch P, 
Camellino D, Chrysidis S, Ciancio G, D'Agostino MA, Daikeler T, Dasgupta B, De Miguel 
E, Diamantopoulos AP, Duftner C, Agueda A, Fredberg U, Hanova P, Hansen IT, Hauge 
EM, Iagnocco A, Inanc N, Juche A, Karalilova R, Kawamoto T, Keller KK, Keen HI, Kermani 
TA, Kohler MJ, Koster M, Luqmani RA, Macchioni P, Mackie SL, Naredo E, Nielsen BD, 
Ogasawara M, Pineda C, Schäfer VS, Seitz L, Tomelleri A, Torralba KD, van der Geest 
KSM, Warrington KJ, Schmidt WA. The provisional OMERACT ultrasonography score for 
giant cell arteritis. Ann Rheum Dis. 2022 Dec 12;. doi: 10.1136/ard-2022-223367. [Epub 
ahead of print]  

2. Dejaco C, Machado PM, Carubbi F, Bosch P, Terslev L, Tamborrini G, Sconfienza LM, 
Scirè CA, Ruetten S, van Rompay J, Proft F, Pitzalis C, Obradov M, Moe RH, Mascarenhas 
VV, Malattia C, Klauser AS, Kent A, Jans L, Hartung W, Hammer HB, Duftner C, Balint PV, 
Alunno A, Baraliakos X. EULAR Points to Consider for the use of imaging to guide 
interventional procedures in patients with rheumatic and musculoskeletal diseases 
(RMDs). Ann Rheum Dis. 2022 Jun;81(6):760-767. doi: 10.1136/annrheumdis-2021-
221261. 



3. Dejaco C, Alunno A, Bijlsma JW, Boonen A, Combe B, Finckh A, Machado PM, Padjen I, 
Sivera F, Stamm TA, Buttgereit F. Influence of COVID-19 pandemic on decisions for the 
management of people with inflammatory rheumatic and musculoskeletal diseases: a 
survey among EULAR countries. Ann Rheum Dis. 2020 Nov 6;. doi: 10.1136/annrheumdis-
2020-218697. 

4. Dejaco C, Ramiro S, Duftner C, Besson FL, Bley TA, Blockmans D, Brouwer E, Cimmino 
MA, Clark E, Dasgupta B, Diamantopoulos AP, Direskeneli H, Iagnocco A, Klink T, Neill L, 
Ponte C, Salvarani C, Slart RHJA, Whitlock M, Schmidt WA. EULAR recommendations for 
the use of imaging in large vessel vasculitis in clinical practice. Ann Rheum Dis. 2018 
May;77(5):636-643. doi: 10.1136/annrheumdis-2017-212649 

5. Fessler J, Husic R, Schwetz V, Lerchbaum E, Aberer F, Fasching P, Ficjan A, Obermayer-
Pietsch B, Duftner C, Graninger W, Stradner MH, Dejaco C. Senescent T-Cells Promote 
Bone Loss in Rheumatoid Arthritis. Front Immunol. 2018;9:95. doi: 
10.3389/fimmu.2018.00095. 

6. Fessler J, Raicht A, Husic R, Ficjan A, Schwarz C, Duftner C, Schwinger W, Graninger 
WB, Stradner MH, Dejaco C. Novel Senescent Regulatory T-Cell Subset with Impaired 
Suppressive Function in Rheumatoid Arthritis. Front Immunol. 2017;8:300. doi: 
10.3389/fimmu.2017.00300. 

7. Buttgereit F, Dejaco C, Matteson EL, Dasgupta B. Polymyalgia Rheumatica and Giant Cell 
Arteritis: A Systematic Review. JAMA. 2016 Jun 14;315(22):2442-58. doi: 
10.1001/jama.2016.5444. 

8. Dejaco C, Singh YP, Perel P, Hutchings A, Camellino D, Mackie S, Abril A, Bachta A, Balint 
P, Barraclough K, Bianconi L, Buttgereit F, Carsons S, Ching D, Cid M, Cimmino M, 
Diamantopoulos A, Docken W, Duftner C, Fashanu B, Gilbert K, Hildreth P, Hollywood J, 
Jayne D, Lima M, Maharaj A, Mallen C, Martinez-Taboada V, Maz M, Merry S, Miller J, 
Mori S, Neill L, Nordborg E, Nott J, Padbury H, Pease C, Salvarani C, Schirmer M, Schmidt 
W, Spiera R, Tronnier D, Wagner A, Whitlock M, Matteson EL, Dasgupta B. 2015 
Recommendations for the management of polymyalgia rheumatica: a European League 
Against Rheumatism/American College of Rheumatology collaborative initiative. Ann 
Rheum Dis. 2015 Oct;74(10):1799-807. doi: 10.1136/annrheumdis-2015-207492. 

9. Husic R, Gretler J, Felber A, Graninger WB, Duftner C, Hermann J, Dejaco C. Disparity 
between ultrasound and clinical findings in psoriatic arthritis. Ann Rheum Dis. 2014 
Aug;73(8):1529-36. doi: 10.1136/annrheumdis-2012-203073. 

10. Dejaco C, Stradner M, Zauner D, Seel W, Simmet NE, Klammer A, Heitzer P, Brickmann 
K, Gretler J, Fürst-Moazedi FC, Thonhofer R, Husic R, Hermann J, Graninger WB, 
Quasthoff S. Ultrasound for diagnosis of carpal tunnel syndrome: comparison of different 
methods to determine median nerve volume and value of power Doppler sonography. Ann 
Rheum Dis. 2013 Dec;72(12):1934-9. doi: 10.1136/annrheumdis-2012-202328. 

11. Dejaco C, Duftner C, Al-Massad J, Wagner AD, Park JK, Fessler J, Aigelsreiter A, Hafner 
F, Vega S, Sterlacci W, Grubeck-Loebenstein B, Tzankov A, Ness T, Boiardi L, Salvarani 
C, Schirmer M. NKG2D stimulated T-cell autoreactivity in giant cell arteritis and 
polymyalgia rheumatica. Ann Rheum Dis. 2013 Nov;72(11):1852-9. doi: 
10.1136/annrheumdis-2012-201660.  

12. Dejaco C, Duftner C, Cimmino MA, Dasgupta B, Salvarani C, Crowson CS, Maradit-
Kremers H, Hutchings A, Matteson EL, Schirmer M. Definition of remission and relapse in 
polymyalgia rheumatica: data from a literature search compared with a Delphi-based 
expert consensus. Ann Rheum Dis. 2011 Mar;70(3):447-53. doi: 
10.1136/ard.2010.133850. 
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